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Master Sergeant TAGUCHI has deepen understanding between Koku-Jieitai and the U.S. Air
Force personnel in First Sergeant Symposium of the U.S. Air Force in Japan, contributed to
strengthening the Japan-U.S. relations through joint training in Talisman Saber 25, also
facilitated opinion exchanges between Japan and the United States in the Inter-Pacific Junior
Enlisted Leaders  Forum.

Yokota Technical Sergeant HIRANUMA　has contributed by participating in the activities of Yokota
Air Base Non-Commissioned Officers’ Group and planning various events, volunteering at
the Friendship Festival, and also introducing the history and leadership of JASDF and the
importance of Foreign Military Sales at the Junior Enlisted Foundation Course conducted by
the U.S. Air Force Professional Development Center.

Iruma
Technical Sergeant KAIZUKA has contributed by planning and executing the 374th Airlift
Wing's invitational event in Iruma Air Base including a tour of the aircraft and maintenance
work, as well as the Shubudai Memorial Hall, supporting the management of the Special
Olympics, and participating in training conducted by the 374th Airlift Wing, also planning a
home party for U.S. military personnel and their families.

Misawa

As a member of the Operation and Training Unit, Staff Sergeant SHIRAISHI demonstrated
outstanding dedication in planning and executing friendship exchange programs between
610th Air Control Flight and Air Defense and Control Squadron, significantly contributing to
the cultivation of mutual trust. Furthermore, during PACAF Commanders’ visit to Misawa
Air Base stationed units, she prepared briefing materials and conducted interpretation,
playing a vital role in ensuring their smooth visit.

As a resque member, he has planned and coordinated the first parachute drop of JASDF
personnel from a U.S. Air Force MC-130 at Cope Angel and Keen Sword in 2016, and in 2025,
you demonstrated and trained U.S. military personnel in diving at Rescue Flag Okinawa,
contributing to the improvement of those skills.

Yokota

2024

Master Sergeant IKEDA, as the president of the Yokota Air Base Non-Commissioned Officers’
Association, has contributed by supporting U.S.-Japan exchanges through Sakura Spring
Festival, properly allocating volunteers for the Special Olympics, and organizing the cleanup
activity around the base with U.S. and Japanese military personnel and their families, and
also guiding U.S. military personnel to summer festivals at JASDF bases.
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Misawa

As a Public Affair officer, Lt. Woolever made significant efforts to revitalize the Misawa
Friendship Tour program and provided opportunities for the members of Koku-Jieitai to learn
about U.S. Air Force operations and culture. Furthermore, as a lead planner for the 2025
American Day, the largest bilateral community event in Misawa Air Base, she demonstrated
extraordinary leadership, contributing to fostering the US-Japan alliance.
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As the Mortuary Affairs Subject Matter Expert, she has led multiple bilateral and joint
training sessions that aligned Marine and Air Force fatality management processes that
equipped Koku-Jieitai personnel and Marine units with knowledge　and doctrine. All her
dedication contributed to the notable advancement of mutual understanding and to the
significant improvement of inter-operability between the Koku-Jieitai and the U.S. Air Force.

Kadena

Yokota
Senior Airman Woodhouse has contributed greatly to promoting understanding of Yokota Air
Base among local residents and contribute to the stable use of the base by coordinating a
program where children from a local Group Home participated in the Yokota Air Base
Halloween Festival, taking the lead in volunteer clean-up activities, and helping local farmers
farm without pesticides or plastics, and participating in activities to deliver donated


